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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

1-40. (cancelled) 

41 . (currently amended) An isolated nucleic acid comprising a nucleotide 
sequence encoding a metallopeptidase having at least about 7? 95% identity with the 
complete amino acid sequence of SEQ ID NO: 13. 

42. (currently amended) A recombinant vector comprising a« the isolated 
nucleotide sequence of claim 41 . 

43. (currently amended) A recombinant host cell capablo of o xpr o ss i ng a 
mota l lopept i daso, po l ypeptid e or part th e r e of comprising the vector of claim 42. 

44-46. (cancelled) 

47. (currently amended) An isolated nucleic acid comprising the nucleotide 
sequence of SEQ ID NO: 12. 

48. (currently amended) A recombinant vector comprising an the isolated 
nucleotide sequence of claim 47. 
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49. (currently amended) A recombinant host cell capable of oxprossing a 
m o ta ll op e pt i das e , po l yp e ptid e or part th e r e of comprising the vector of claim 48. 

50-61 . (cancelled) 
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